however, patch testing is the most sensitive diagnostic test but is not specific for gold. In fact, gold cross-react with mercury in both humans and experimental animals [2] [3] [4] , a cross-reaction is likely to be the cause of about 10%∼ 20% of the reactions reported to gold (Nakada et al. 4 A 14-year-old girl presented with a 1-year history of occasionally pruritic, well-defined, "S"-shaped, erythematous, and scaly patches from the right side of the pubic area to the back (Fig. 1 ). There were no nail or scalp lesions and no personal or family history of psoriasis. A skin biopsy from the back exhibited parakeratosis, elongation of rete ridges, Munro's microabscess, dilated tortuous blood vessels, and perivascular lymphocytic infiltration (Fig. 2) . With the unilateral distribution in a linear pattern, the lesion was diagnosed as linear psoriasis and was treated with a topical betamethasone dipropionate/calcipotriol ointment. After 4 weeks, the lesion improved considerably and only a trace remained. Linear psoriasis is an unusual subtype of psoriasis first described in 1951 3 . The pathogenesis is still unclear but could be explained by the concept of genetic mosaicism 4 .
Happle proposed that loss of heterozygosity in somatic cells during early embryogenesis results in somatic recombination, i.e., homozygosity to one of the genes that predispose to psoriasis 4 . In this instance, one of the daughter cells may become homozygous for a psoriasis gene, becoming the stem cell of a clone proliferating in a linear pattern during the skin's embryonic development 4 .
Because of clinical and histologic similarity, the main differential diagnosis is inflammatory linear verrucous epidermal nevus (ILVEN 
